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And the United States is prepared to do its
part on that. For example, if you agree to estab-
lish industrial zones in the West Bank and Gaza
and elsewhere, I am prepared to go to Congress
and seek approval for extending duty-free treat-
ment to products coming out of those zones.
Of course, in the end, the economic and polit-
ical cooperation among all of you will be the
most important thing in reaping economic
progress. But I want to do our part.

I know our Russian partner feels the same.
I think that many others around the world will
also help. But I am absolutely convinced that
we need to move as quickly as we can to prove
that there are some economic benefits to peace.

Let me say also that, even though we must
have enhanced security to create enhanced eco-
nomic benefits, it is obvious that our attempt
to do that is impaired when the movement of
goods is limited by boycott, by closure, by any
other action. So we’re all going to have to work
hard to make progress on the peace front, on
the security front, and on the economic front
at the same time. And we all have to recognize
that there are difficult decisions to be made
in this area.

The negotiations that you have already con-
cluded have built a framework for peace. What
we have to do now is to have specific achieve-
ments, lasting achievements. We will do our
part. We are as committed today as we have

ever been to a comprehensive peace. I wish
the representatives of Syria and Lebanon were
around this table; they are not here only because
there has been no peace agreement signed with
them. But I know you all join me in saying
that our work will never be completed until
we are all around a table as partners working
for peace.

Now, there are many other things I could
discuss today, but I mostly want to say to you,
the United States is still committed to this, more
strongly than ever. We are ready to do our part.
We are ready to do our part economically. We
are certainly ready to do our part in fighting
terror. But we all have to do this together. And
I hope that this meeting will produce further
specific steps that we can all take to keep doing
it together. We cannot let people believe that
they can disrupt the rational, humane, decent
course of history by terror.

Mr. Secretary.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:30 p.m. at Blair
House. The following officials and their respective
peace delegations attended the meeting: Secretary
of State Warren Christopher; Foreign Ministers
Atef Sedky of Egypt, Shimon Peres of Israel, and
Abd al-Karim al-Kabariti of Jordan; and Nabell
Sha’ath, Minister of Planning and International
Cooperation for the Palestine Authority.

Radio Address to the People of Burundi
February 13, 1995

The recent violence in Burundi demonstrates
that extremists want to reverse your remarkable
progress toward democracy. The United States
rejects those who reject peace. We stand with
those who are against violence and for tolerance
and peace. Burundi has suffered enough.

Your historic elections in 1993 promised to
open a new, peaceful chapter in your nation’s
history. The American people and supporters
of democracy around the world watched with
high hopes as Burundi embarked on a new
course. Despite tragedy and suffering, the vast
majority of your people have worked for lasting
peace, security, and freedom.

I say to the people and the leaders of Bu-
rundi: Do not go back. You deserve to live in
peace and without fear. Democracy will help
you build a better future for yourselves and
your children. Say no to violence and extremism.
Say yes to peace and reconciliation.

NOTE: The address was recorded on February 11
at approximately 10:15 a.m. in the Oval Office at
the White House, and it was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on February 13. A tape
was not available for verification of the content
of this address.
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Remarks on the Economic Report of the President and an
Exchange With Reporters
February 13, 1995

The President. As you know, we are here to
receive the annual Economic Report of the
President. So I want to begin by thanking the
Council of Economic Advisers: Dr. Laura Tyson,
our Chair; Dr. Joseph Stiglitz; and Dr. Martin
Baily.

This economic report is an important mile-
stone for me. It measures our success in ful-
filling the mission that I brought to the Presi-
dency. I ran for this office to help to restore
the American dream and to guarantee its avail-
ability for all Americans into the 21st century,
to make sure that the middle class would still
be growing and that work would still be re-
warded. The best way to do that is by building
a new partnership between Americans and their
Government and Americans and each other, the
partnership that I have called the New Cov-
enant.

Essentially, it means that our responsibility
here in Washington is to expand opportunity
while shrinking bureaucracy, to empower people
to make the most of their own lives, and to
enhance our security, not only abroad but here
at home as well. At the same time, it means
that we must demand more responsibility from
every citizen, especially those who seek the ben-
efits of Government action, responsibility for our
country, for our communities, for our families,
and for ourselves.

These responsibilities have defined our eco-
nomic strategy. We have pursued deficit reduc-
tion to make more of our Nation’s resources
available for private investment, growth, and
jobs. We have reduced the size of the Govern-
ment’s bureaucracy, cutting the Federal work
force to its lowest level in 30 years. We have
expanded trade to provide more opportunity for
jobs and higher incomes. And we have invested
in the American people, from Head Start to
the Goals 2000 program, to the program to help
young people who don’t go to college but do
need further training, and of course, what we’ve
done in national service and student loans.

We’ve done all of that to help our people
get the skills they need so that they can grow
and prosper in a global economy. And now,
2 years into our administration, we can see the
positive results of this strategy: almost 6 million

new jobs, the lowest core rate of inflation in
30 years, the deficit reduced by over $600 bil-
lion.

It’s not enough. Too many of our people are
still working harder for less, with less security.
So today I’m sending Congress two new bills
that are the next installment in our comprehen-
sive effort to raise the wages and the incomes
f working Americans and to give them more
opportunity in return for their responsibility of
learning and working. These bills reward work.
They raise living standards. They allow people
to invest in themselves and to make the most
of their own lives.

The ‘‘Working Wage Increase Act’’ would in-
crease the minimum wage by 90 cents over 2
years. This would benefit over 11 million work-
ers and their families. It would be the equivalent
of an $1,800 raise or about 7 months of gro-
ceries for a family.

The middle class bill of rights has four provi-
sions that will also benefit those who are work-
ing to help themselves: a $500 tax cut for fami-
lies with children under 13; a way to allow more
families to invest in an IRA and withdraw those
investments, tax-free, to pay for education,
health care, purchase of a first home, or the
care of an elderly parent; a voucher to improve
worker skills worth $2,600 a year for 2 years
for people who are unemployed or who are
working for wages low enough to qualify for
Federal training; and of course, I think, over
the long run most importantly, a tax deduction
for the cost of education beyond high school.

The success of the United States is clearly
dependent upon our ability to educate and de-
velop the capacities of every one of our citizens.
That’s what the middle class bill of rights is
all about. It goes with our previous efforts to
expand Head Start, to work to help public
schools achieve excellence, to move people into
the work force who don’t go to college, and
of course, to expand the student loan program.

This Economic Report of the President shows
that this strategy is working. We should not
abandon it. Instead, we should build on it. We
should deepen it. When you’re doing something
that’s working, you shouldn’t turn around and
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